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1.0 PUBLIC CONSULTATION OVERVIEW
From June 4 to July 20, 2018, we asked for input on how best to permanently recognize the legacy of the Englewood
train. The Englewood train was in operation for over 100 years and is believed to have been the last operating logging
railroad in North America. We thank everyone who took the time to participate in the consultation and share your
input to help shape this recognition.
What we heard throughout this process is there continues to be a great deal of passion for the train. At a high level,
the results show strong support for honouring the Englewood train through the installation of rail memorabilia at
Woss Heritage Park. We also heard interest in exploring the possibility of converting portions of the rail bed into a
trail. We are committed to working with 'Namgis, on whose traditional territory the rail bed is located, in any
exploration of establishing a trail along the rail line. All feedback from this consultation process will be considered,
along with regulatory and permitting requirements and feasibility, in the company’s decision making.

2.0 CONSULTATION HIGHLIGHTS
2.1 Participation

200+
Total participant
interactions

138

surveys were
received

14

people attended
the public open
house

Additional discussions with
Regional District of Mount
Waddington, former rail
employees, ‘Namgis First
Nation, Public Advisory
Groups

2.2 Results
No answer
(4%)

‘No’ (1%)

96%
‘Yes’

96% of respondents
indicated that
something should
be built to honour
the history of the
Englewood Train.

Options for consideration ranked in order
of preference:

1

Installation of rail memorabilia at the
Woss Heritage Park

2

An interpretive walk along a portion of
the line

3

A new recreation site in the Nimpkish
Valley

4

A commemorative plaque at the start
of the line near Beaver Cove
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Options for rail infrastructure
for possible donation or
for use in commemoration
ranked in order of preference:
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Of those respondents who

Points of interest or sections of
the line that are of particular
interest or historical value:

1

Locomotive

1

2

Caboose

2

Beaver Cove Yard

3

Rail switch

3

Reload locations

how best to commemorate the
history of the train, the most
popular was a trail system for
recreational use.

Trestles or bridges of

3.0 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION: JUNE 4 – JULY 20, 2018
From June 4 to July 20, 2018, Western Forest Products sought input on how best to permanently recognize the
train’s contribution to the North Island.
Western Forest Products invited members of the community, First Nations, employees, Public Advisory Group
members as well as local governments to provide feedback about the proposed options and share their ideas.
3.1 Participation
There were over 200 participant interactions during the community consultation:
» 138 surveys were received (128 online, 10 hard copy)
» 14 people attended the public open house in Woss
» Discussions with ‘Namgis First Nation, the Regional District of Mount Waddington,
Englewood employees, and former rail employees

Letters
Delivered to 62 residents in Woss eligible
to receive unaddressed mail.
Print advertisements
Advertisements ran in the North Island
Gazette on June 13, 2018 and in the North
Island Eagle on June 15, 2018.
Social media
facebook.com/westerforestproducts,
twitter from @WFPCompany and to the
Woss community calendar on Facebook
leading up to and during the consultation
period.
All consultation materials were available at
englewoodtrain.com

Internal communication
Employees in Englewood had the
opportunity to provide input directly to
project team members and all employees

Public Advisory Groups
Island North Woodlands Advisory Group
and the Nimpkish Woodlands Advisory
Committee website; in addition to this
posting, information was provided directly to
group members.
Key stakeholder calls
Phone calls were made to all former rail
employees to invite them to participate in
the upcoming consultation.
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3.3 Consultation methods
Survey
Western Forest Products developed a survey that participants were encouraged to complete after reviewing
background material provided.
Please see Appendix 1 for a copy of the survey.
Open House
14 people attended a public open house held in Woss.
DATE

TIME

LOCATION

Friday, June 22

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Woss Community Centre

ATTENDANCE

14

The open house allowed community members to drop in and speak with the project team and ask questions about
the Englewood Train legacy. Hard copy surveys were available and attendees were encouraged to complete the survey
during the session, at home or online.

How input will be used
All feedback received from the community, First Nations, employees, as well as local governments
will be evaluated as part of the decision making process. In addition, all ideas will be reviewed for
compliance with regulatory and permitting requirements, as well as feasibility as harvesting will
continue in areas close to the existing rail bed. Further, we are committed to working with 'Namgis

4.0 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION RESULTS
The following are summary results from the 138 surveys received.
Please note that not all respondents answered every question. Quantitative results are displayed by number of selections
or ranked on the basis of average mean score. Some totals may not add up to 100% due to rounding. The total number of
mentions for qualitative data may exceed the total number of respondents as participants may have commented on more
than one topic. Below is a summary of the most prominent themes with a 5% mention or more.
1. Should something be built to honour the history of the Englewood Train?
Yes

No answer

No

96%

4%

1%
TOTAL RESPONSES: 138
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2. If YES, please rank the following ideas in order of preference with 1 being most important:
The following responses are ranked on the basis of average mean score.
Most important

Installation of rail memorabilia
at the Woss Heritage Park

Least important

43

28

24

16

TOTAL
RESPONSES

6

117

3
An interpretive walk along a
portion of the line

30

A new recreation site in
the Nimpkish Valley

18

A commemorative
plaque at the start of the
line near Beaver Cove

11

35

31

14

25

27

30

20

113

22

8

37

106

16

108

1
Other

18

6

6

KEY THEMES FROM 59 RESPONSES* TO ‘OTHER’:

31*

NUMBER OF
MENTIONS

Convert the rail bed into a trail for recreational purposes (biking, hiking, pedal cars, handpowered trollies, campsites), including suggestions to connect the trail to the Vancouver Island
Spine Trail.

29

Request to return the railway or the Woss Steam Locomotive #113 to operation.

9

Utilize the current infrastructure to run a tourist train on a portion of the railway, which could
include educational elements on the history of the railway and logging industry.

8

A memorial or similar tribute to recognize those who lost their lives in the train accident in
April 2017; a museum or interpretive centre.

<5

*
e total number
qualitative responses is a result of some respondents oﬀering ‘other’ suggestions without a ranking
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3. Please rank the following rail infrastructure for possible donation or for use in commemoration in
order of preference with 1 being most important:
The following responses are ranked on the basis of average mean score.

Most important

Locomotive

71

Least important

21

6

TOTAL
RESPONSES
105

7
2

Caboose

22

80
5

Rail switch

12

116

13

104

5
81

1
Other

29*

28

NUMBER OF
MENTIONS

KEY THEMES FROM 40 RESPONSES* TO ‘OTHER’:
Supporting rail equipment, including, blacksmith furnace and tools, train whistle, vintage crane,
Nimpkish Shop timbers, or the railway track.

8

A combination of rail infrastructure that could include the locomotive, rail cars, a caboose and
maintenance cars.

6

The rail bed for recreational use, such as a multi-use trail for cycling or rail bikes/riders.

5

Logging cars; a speeder/crew transport; locomotive; a frame reload point.

<5

*

e total number

5

WESTERN FOREST PRODUCTS

THE ENGLEWOOD TRAIN LEGACY COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
JUNE 4 – JULY 20, 2018

KEY THEMES FROM 78 RESPONSES:

NUMBER OF
MENTIONS

A trail system for recreational use, such as walking, hiking, cycling, or rail bikes/riders, with suggestions to
connect it to the Vancouver Island Spine Trail or include campsites.

30

A commemorative attraction, such as a museum, display or interactive centre.

15

Utilize existing infrastructure to run a tourist train.

12

Request to return the railway or Steam Locomotive #113 to operation.

11

A memorial or plaque to remember those who lost their lives in the April 2017 train accident and also
former railway employees.

7

Collect photos, videos or testimonials to document the history of the railway, including suggestions to
publish a book.

7

Comment regarding the importance of honouring the history of the railway.

6

Donate artifacts/rail infrastructure to organizations such as museums or other local communities.

5

5. Are there any points of interest or sections of the line that are of particular interest or historical value?

KEY THEMES FROM 47 RESPONSES:

or Steel Creek.

NUMBER OF
MENTIONS
12

Beaver Cove Yard.

7

Woss or Vernon Reload.

6

The April 2017 accident site.

5

The entire rail line; Nimpkish Camp/Log Dump; railway support infrastructure, such as rail shops, the

<5

6
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APPENDIX 1:
Survey (hard copy version)

THE ENGLEWOOD TRAIN LEGACY

Share your ideas
The Englewood train was in operation for over 100 years and is believed to have been the last operating
logging railroad in North America. To honour this legacy, Western Forest Products is seeking input from
June 4 to July 20 on how best to permanently recognize the train’s contribution to the North Island.

We want to hear from you.
Western Forest Products is committed to providing resources for the train’s permanent
UHFRJQLWLRQ6RPHLQLWLDORSWLRQVKDYHEHHQLGHQWLȴHGIRUFRQVLGHUDWLRQ$VWKLVLVWKH
ȴUVWVWHSLQWKHSODQQLQJSURFHVVDPRUHGHWDLOHGSODQZLOOEHSXWWRJHWKHUIRUWKH
preferred option based on this consultation. Options for consideration include:
• Installation of rail memorabilia at the Woss Heritage Park
• An interpretive walk along a portion of the line
• A commemorative plaque to mark the start of the line near Beaver Cove
• A new recreation site in the Nimpkish Valley
What do you think of the proposed options? Do you have other ideas?

Considerations
All feedback received from the community, First Nations, employees, as well as local governments will
be evaluated as part of the decision making process. In addition, all ideas will be reviewed for compliance
with regulatory and permitting requirements, as well as feasibility as harvesting will continue in areas
close to the existing rail bed.
The safety of the public and employees will be paramount in the company’s decision.
Western Forest Products will provide an update on the preferred option to commemorate
the history of the Englewood train this Fall.
Questions about the consultation process? Please email englewoodtrain@westernforest.com.

Ways to share your input:
MAIL

ONLINE

OPEN HOUSE

Completed surveys must
be received by July 20 via
return mail to 5000 Railway
Avenue, Woss, BC V0N 3P0

Participate online at
englewoodtrain.com
until July 20.

Woss Community Hall
Thursday, June 21
4 p.m. – 7 p.m.

SURVEY—ENGLEWOOD TRAIN LEGACY
1.

Should something be built to honour the history of the Englewood Train?
YES

2.

NO

If YES, please rank the following ideas in order of preference with 1 being most important:
Installation of rail memorabilia at the Woss Heritage Park
An interpretive walk along a portion of the line
A commemorative plaque at the start of the line near Beaver Cove
A new recreation site in the Nimpkish Valley
Other:

3.

Please rank the following rail infrastructure for possible donation or for use in commemoration
in order of preference with 1 being most important:
Locomotive
Caboose
Rail switch
Other:

4.

'R\RXKDYHDGLHUHQWVXJJHVWLRQRQKRZEHVWWRFRPPHPRUDWHWKHKLVWRU\RIWKHWUDLQ"
3OHDVHEHDVVSHFLȴFDVSRVVLEOH

5.

Are there any points of interest or sections of the line that are of particular interest or historical value?
3OHDVHEHDVVSHFLȴFDVSRVVLEOH

ABOUT YOU:
If you would like to receive information in the future about the Englewood train, please provide your name and
contact information (*optional):
*Name:
*Email:
*Mailing address:

